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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES R. SCHLESINGER
, © AT THE PENTAGON ‘ . :
THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1975 -~ 12:00 NOON : GOV THRT OF STATE

Searatary Schleginpgér: Gaﬂtleman,.I am prepared to discusﬁ“yéph Fou the =ty

evacuntion from Vietunam.' R Bt 4
First, T ghould 1ike to point out that in the divisendss that has been
aszoolated with thils war; that many of the men who fought there have
conaidered 1f to be a thanwkless task. T should emphasize thnt thelr ections
end thelyr valor ave apptreciated by the people of this country and that we -
extend to tham our thanke in this thankless task., ' :

1 dispstched a messége to the Armed Foxces the othex day and T shall

‘read & part of 1t, - iR :
. ; L
"For wmany of you the tragedy of Southeast Asia is more than a distant apd

abstract event. You fought there, You have lost comrades there, you bave
guffered thera. In this perfod of reflectlon you may feel that your effovts
and svacriflces have gone for naught. That is not the case. When the paselons
have nmuted and the higtory. Ls written, Americanc will recall that their
Armad Forces served them:well., Under circumstances more difficult than ever
before [nced by bur military Services, you accomplished the misaion nusigned
to you by higher authority.” : . ' '

In this Laﬁé-axgtciéa, once again I believe the Armed Foxced have
responded magnificently £o the taske thet were given to them. They perfatned
horelceally wader the most adverse conditions.

I will noc go. into &ny preat detail. The Alr Force operating fxcnm
Thalland, the Haovy off the coasst, the Marines both on the ground and in the
wlicopters, as well as Alr Force helicopters all performed excellently. They
performed undex diffleult econditlons. Among those that I should like to singie

“gut are the halicopter pilots. This was the wost massive helleonter evacuation
iv hlatery, far lavget than had been anticipated. Some 638 haelilcopter aortlan
vare flown once again under difficult conditions., The chopper pilots from tha
grart of the minsion to the close of the wission, worked for 20 hours. From

the [iret alert it was 27 houre, After darkness fell im Saigon and a nunber

of landing sites at the Enbagsy was teduced, they were forced to thread thalr
way, with oceccasional fire, down to the Exbassy and to set down on the restvrlctad
1land oftes under darbness and in poor weather. They extracted all that they
ware required to extract; and to them I think we owe a particulsx tribute.

- Qt There've been réports, Mr. Secretary, that you were unhappy At the pdcs
sf the evezuation while it wes underway and that you tried to get the Ambagsador
to spesd it up in fairly etrong language. Csn you tell woe what happensd on that?
' A3 Well, the evacuation proceeded more slowly at the Embasay then we vould
have wished. It was largely due to the fall of night, the restricticn in tha
landing zonen; the difficulty of landing choppers, ag well as the lavrge nuwibek
¢f people that had to be extricated from the Fmbassy. HNaturally, uader tne
elrcumstances we did net sviant the operation to continue without limie and we

tade pteeampts to expedite it
: . { _ . MORE
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:ﬂﬁ‘ng 1 belteve all the ships have dapqrted from the coast at_thia poinut

ik

can you tell us @%ere the ahips are, that tagk for¢e, and qx¢.thay

" : es from the coast now? S

n: Are they more than 12 miles from '€ ‘ v g

§~ ves, well over tweélve miles, T think. We'll have to Fhmuk t; b?ré ur
ire that they are all out but certainly with one or two exceptions they re Guty
aure Lis . DA . ) :

. Atve they no longer making plckups? o
3: 1€ someone is able to veach any of the ehips, there will be plekupa.

: When you éay.witﬁ ong oxr two axciptions they ¢re all 03&, are thoae |
: - two exceptions witliin the 1} miles N .
e 02:' Na, L Eaa'just simply stating the poasibility that they wight oot bhe

all out. 1 belleve that they are all out at this time.

" Qq: Do you kunow what ‘the time wae when the ordex was given O depart
the areaf : IR S o : _
A: We will check on that, Lloyd {Normaun, Newsweek), ‘and ggt that
{aformation to you. : - | |

Q: Mr. Secxretaty, hds: Lt been deternlned who gave that order to delay

the piclkup by an hour? - _ : ' y - T
' p;: -Qe ate reviewing thatj the order itgelf, of course, CAWC from the
comnand ship. . _

1 tpb sailing toward the Phill pines now?
. Arve all the shipé sailing towawd fthe Phildpp: P
'i: 1 do not know thelr degtinationss I presume ot moap of them &L,.
going to the Bast with the velugees nboar@. : :

. « e oS

0: Mr. Secretary, when you spoke of & large nueber of ?ﬁiviﬂ gztgggtua
from Ehe Exbagey beling a facror in the prptyacted}Oﬁerativn T bﬁ;ipfgﬂm;&e
a larger number than you anticipated? Did it tnc;ude mqnz m?¥e)pogmg é;éh
than §ou guticipated and is there a braealkdown on tﬁe num?tt?o poople : '
the Embaossy. as distinguiched from Tan Son ¥hut at this -t.med L 120 from the

At We extracted 4,475 Vietnamese from Tan Son Whnt an ’ ht1er9 o
mhaasy sccording to. the nuubers that T have here. Tn‘addégi?§§73m..éhi;d-
195 y.5. from Tan Son Nawuk, 978 from thg Embaaay;-aQtoLal 2 7‘653h;1ua I ety
country nationals were estimated at 85 for e grand tota}-o "1i“t;d B e e
force that amounted te 995, So that nesrly 8,000 people were lifte bl
Cexarvelse. '

t . Q: Toral of'i.BOO Americana?
A: 1,373, C

a: Mr. Secretary, have you made any initlal survey ubgu; hﬁggggggond
miliﬁéry equiprent has nogy fallen inte North Vietnamesc ?an g whzcﬁ oot
-part of the queation,;wirl you be able to get those airplanes walch |

3 11and? . _ | )
Elﬂﬁnﬂfé gggiéniied States tetains title to all aircrgft_that S%VQ Ee:giﬁian
‘tnder assilptance programs. . It retaine ultimate title 80 T woz :rgzt‘. Tﬁe
that wé would have difficulty in rensperting title to those iﬁ;ﬁ :

. A . 1 .
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¢ rtve aﬁgunt of equipment that has fallen to the Vietnmnese, the

C 0T Y ia axcens of §5 billion worth of equipment. e have not ggtten
. K:j:wkdown phut we ehall make those figures aveilable whun wa have thﬂmf

‘ -‘egm):;nnuizc that much of this equipmant will be utmsable {ox the
07£1mase. Much 6f it haes been deadlined previousiy. There will be

1 -
125411ty of spare parts and the Like,

Y

ST I o Secrctﬁf?, is 1t true, as repakted in the Washingten Post, that’

<sann did go to Anbassador Martin saying that the evacuation should be S
~-4;J(and ghe 19 helicopters would be the last flight? . .

N‘A: As I indicated earlier, attempts were indeed made to expedite the

sonsuitlon {rom the Enbassy.

S0 you were unhappy asboat this?

ﬁ; T would not upe that phrase. I think that we would maturally prefet
av oxpeditious an evacuaticn as poesible. _ ‘ | )

g: Had you rnot anticipated that 1,000 or more Vietnamese wete ta be
sracudted from the Pmbassy? Was thet the nain problem? . -
A A: we did not have a fix on the precise number that would beacvgcgated ]
~seviously. e had trusted that the evocudtlon would inciude ~~ of Vietnawuese
vould come Erom Tan Son NWhut by fixed wing sirxeraft. '

Q: Mr, Secratary, in the equipment jeft behind, was tlieve anvthing that
=techt be of velue, gay, to ‘the Soviet Unlon, equipment they would mot have
nfotmation onl oo L : . _
fa=e At Uo, sir. I bolieve that there areé no high technology {rema that waele
1afr behind ther would briag about any advence in thelr state of knmw}edﬁﬁ-

oM "You sald that yaufhad thought that the South Vietnameee would CDTG
fvom Tan Sen NKhat 1 fixed 'wing aircralt. Does that mean that you Iisd not
contemplated that any significsat numbers of South Vietnamese would be
evacuysted by helfcopter? : S .

A: Orlglnally, we had pipectad to be able to evacuate all South
Viotnamese f£rom Tan Sou Nhut by fized wing with the exception of » relat*veyy
lirmited number of high risk people. - : '

. Q: So was Ambasgador Martin acting beyond your expactationa when he was
1oading South Vietnamese from the Embassy? ‘ L

- A YNo, I would not say that. We had not anticipated thng;but3cilqu?Eud‘"
chanmnd rather rapidly on the 28th., What we had expected at the atart of }\t ay
wan to continue the fixed wing evacuation from Tan Son Nhut. When it becane
evident that. Tan Son Naut was no longer navailable, the decision was made uo“
orocead with the evacuation of those people who had been put tmg?thcr_in mixed
croups for evacuation from: Tan Son Nhut and in addicion, those who were at ]
the Echassv. The reason for this was a pragmatic reason;- that proceading Witn' _
the evacuaticn in that wanner was not only advantageous on grounds of humanit&ffﬁ?-
ssslotance to the South Vietnamese who felt uvndexr threat, but in nddifioncproviumx
ul, we thousht, under the circumstances with the most effective mersuies for
extracting the Americansg. ! S : .

noes

Q: Now thatthe war in Indochina is over, do we plan to wemove Oux
sireraft from Thailand? |

' NORE

S . l
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v The vltimate disposition of our fouces in Thailand wi}l come fﬁom .
_u:;ationg with the Thaia. Ae you know, 'L telieve I iadicated a1ye§; ag
Y aad to fuzther drawdown In Thailand and we will be making rgu?ctiona
. :;r forces in Thailaud.  The precise timing, the precise magnitude,
J;ZLns to be determined. ; :

0: Xr. $ncretary, during the past year, on several occasionauygu gald
at the Amcerican people wnuld not tolerate a musaivc North Vietnam?ﬁe
(rvasion acvoss the bouder in the event they did,  Were you slmply wzzgﬁ ot
vy do you thiuk somathing in the Americen attitude change§ that you ¢ n
Frnbpo . ) » i
ke Xz- [ belisve that what I had stated esrlier was that the Nort? Vietpnancsge
wald not discount the exercise of Amevican milicary power., T indinated
that Americen public opindon was indoed volatile and thqt under the ci%sum~
~rances Uthe raactions of the public might be starkly unfavorable frmm.ta?
seondpoint of the North Vietnameﬂe. Public opinion was not that volatile..

\ : T _

Q: Have the number of the Vietunumese refugees on the ships thﬁt are sailing

away from Vietunem locreased from yesterday subgtantially? : s or
" A: I don't have precise’ information on that. I do not believe }nat there

has baen a very silgnificant increase in the nuwbers that have been taken out.

Q: Yr. Sccretary, if this operation was extended and expanded gn.wcopc -

tha helicopter operation -- in order to take out South Vietnamese, what wag
tha Ceonstitetional authority to so use out armed forces? o _

"A:  The Constitutional authority to use our armed forces? The Ptgbl%?nt
tas, a6 you know, the Inherent oblipation nnder thc_Conetitutiun tu”prnteuL che
irerleans. Thore sre three reasons: pragmatic, moral and legal. The pragmatic
voanon I have alvendy indicated., At Ton Som Nhut where tle bulk qi‘the
vietnarase were located, thoy tnd beoen assembled in mixed grouvps for {liphts
eut on C=130a. It was the Jjudgment of thoge on the scenc LO attgm?§ ko
panavate those groups at that stage might have provoked panic; mxgqtdﬁnve
cxtanded into Safgon itself and that it might have delayed the withdraval
gparation. The withdrswal from Tan Son Nhut, as you know. proceeded qg%tavﬁmn‘
GiCp*’."ditiOUQl}’- So that thero was a t)rllgnlatiq raagon glven thOﬁH‘:!‘Ci.'l‘(.,”j\).l":!}tﬁ-:_h.i:;.wé‘re
In addition, as I believe the Pregident's Préss Secretary has indicaLeg,lggiiﬁouf ~
atrong moral reasonc which the President hag stresecd, that we shou}d f?., .
obligations to these people Ly providing them with the oprytpniLy to Le
avacyatad., - T . : o o

Finally, as yod know, the President had requested specific quthﬁr{tyiéy
this regard From the Ceongress aund both Houses had passed leglelntion ?Koz g
thent with that autherity. Thaet was an expresplon of Congressionnl in;¢? .

hat leglslation had pot become final but 1t was t{ndeed both leglolotive
history and an expression of. congressional lutent.

Q: A5 a pructicnl-m&ttet, this meant:that the Option IV, the hﬂ%1§°$§3r
extraction as carried out, was substantially different from the one that &
been planned. Is that correct? ' :

A: I would say that there were more people 11fted out than had b?en
aatlcipated, . : :

Qs ﬁow many were anticlpated, sir? You must have had.a.plan on that.

MORE -
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A well, once agaln we had antlicipated that we would 1ift out by fixed
oSt of the Vietnamese and wogt of the Americans that were located at

. don Nhut go that we would have been dewn te a much smaller group at the
,yﬂ.day. A3 1t turned out, Tan Son KNhut was closed and 1t becoms nrecensaty
¢ thae judgmeat of all concerned to 1ift out all of the people who had been
tn the scheduled 1if¢ as vell as the Vietnamege who had been assembled at

tha Emhassy. o ;

R
s

-
°

Q: These peoplﬂ who ‘wére in charge of this 1lift, Mr. Sectietary, jnc]udtn
yveuvself and yourw principal military advisors, think that 1t should have gotten
underway soonet elther on the day in question or in terms of several dayu?

A: 1 think that at the time there was no questinn that there was
unlversal agreement about ‘the procedures that were adopted at the time of the
satiensl Security Council meeting which was to attempt to evacuate all from
Tan Son Bhut by fixed wing sircraft and that was regarvded as the wisest course
of action to be pursued. The change in plans that resulted from the closure of
Tan Son Nhut were agreed to once agaln by ‘all parties. As to the precise
pacing of the evacuation over & perlod of scme weeks, there were differences
of opilalen but T don't see any purpose in going into them now, S

Qs Mr. ﬁpcrctury, 1 was wondering, based on a report from Time Mapaszine
this week, whather -dn fact there was & pl&n in Aupust 1973 to bomb ¥he Sann,
the North Viernamszse supply depot there and the purface-~to-air minsiles that had
been put’ dn there? Wap there, indeed, Buch a plan and was it called off bLecause of
the Watergate congequences? : 3 ‘

Ar The article dn Tiwme that vou refer to I think stated April of 1%73,
rather than August of 1973, In August 1973 the lepislation that wes passed with
the continuing resclution authority preclyded, T believe, any such contewmplated
sctlon, . In April 1973 1 do.not know whether or not there was a plan to procaesd
with out bowbing. I know that there wan great concern about the buildup of
SAM copabilities by the North Vietnamese in total violation of the Agrcement.
They had begun te c¢heat, not in small ways, but by fntroducing info Scuth . '
Yiatnam an entlrely new class of militsry equipment and, of course, the B
agreetient contonpleted only one-for-one replacement, That was a tutter of
conenrn, whather 1t weant as far as a decledion to proceed, which wag subserquently
cancalled, for whatever reanson, Watergate or othera T do not know. Bub thero
was deep concern at that time about the groas violations that had coma int“ belog
arcund Khe Sanh. : . o

Q: Mr. Secretary, looking ahead a moment, Vietnam agsuming it's a lepgal
udificition or noty hos energed as a major military power in Indochina or-what
Is Jeft of lndnrhinn‘ could you give us your views as to what you mee in terms of tho
threat that's posed to ‘gurrounding states in Tndochina?
A As ovou know, the Cambodians have declared their neutrality aincea thnr¢ hag
been @ tuokeover by the Conmunist insurgents. That neutrality may well be
respected by the North Vieétnamese. In Laos, there 1s a gattlemont, nnd ence
again one way hepe that that settlement may be respected by the North Vietnanese.
Tt will be an additional test of the North Vietnamese forbearance. One cannot
tell with precision what the outcome will be, and that 1s a matter that will
teflect the priorities of the Politburo ‘in Hanod; thelr assesement of thelr
internal nceds as opposed to thairx external objectives, whatever they may be.
glzevhere, along their franriera, I would not expect them to 1ndu1te in :
hoatile action.

i
'

- MORE,

'm- IR -,._V..,./r.‘ o e

A e R SR N G £ Y g 2T e

B st




_ No Objec‘uon To Declassﬁmatnon in Full 2011/04/28 . LOC-HAK-243- 9 1- 1
- - ’ ' o : 6v '
g Thailond?. |

. A That, ef Cﬂulﬂﬁ,-iﬁ not along their frontiex. Onﬁe mﬂata that uould
reflact tha Lalance In the Polithuro in Hanoi betweon internal &Wu externcl
QbJGCtLVLS‘ , . ,

[

-

: i ; K SR T S ST
Q: M. qDCWtﬂfYr you sald mosL of Lhe equipment 1 ununable that wao.
left thered o . - CoT ey
Az o, sir, 1 hope I aaid aome aub&tnntial portion of Lt buh wouldn -
V. . } (
Qs hﬂy 15 iL unusable, 1B ir bacausa of the IGLP of apare nnrta or 19 it
&imwly tecpuse Lt was worn out? .. , A
Ai . Undoubtedly, there is .some in, the 1aLLer category, huL nuLh of fhat
quiﬁ“cnt had beca laid up bacdusﬂ of the ahugnce of. spare pnrtn\ Pxo“nhl}
- additional den 1S?‘hﬂﬂ been, done;. there, hﬂﬁ been additipnal; weer: nrd tenri . .
So that some sijuificant, ftﬂctiOn of the.dollar-value of the ords cinal dollax
cost of that equipment would repxeﬁent eaneﬂtially unuqable itams.
Q: Ih thnre anv rough aqtimgpe as Lo how much 15 uﬁablp R R
. AT I thiu’c wo .can aupply guch an. em_imatc to;ypu. i\ pubstantiel fraction
of the equipmant had been laid up, prier to the collapse. at Ban Mo Thaut, in the
piddie of March, snd T would think that that equipment would be unuﬂaole.

o Qr Ir. Sncxelﬂlyp db you thiuk Lhat the final danouonﬁnt iﬂ Vi“t“ﬂ” ““9
caused any hardenipg of views within the Admiuiatration or. haldeninu of
"uﬂLiCian sbout detente with the. Soviet Unlon and Chinal: : Pl U
A: I'w not sure that I would use a phxaae Like "haxdqnin bnﬁovbtqdly;<
an ¢vonr of, Lhia ATt doan vﬂunc o propﬂnsity to reassess poiiry~; The Presldent
Gtated. 4n tls woo uapc to thb Cangreaa that. datentn {6 not, o llcense. po, £46D
_in troubled watetrn. | I thiuk tbat we probably can conclude that, antonLﬂthn AR
boan {ay move: HuLPOb ful in terms of the direct.relationchips between the central
bow:rﬁ tran Lt has been, ip, providing, ragiunul ﬂtability elsowheore in the world
eithey Outhudat Asia or thp Middle East. :

' ~ls"'.. ' "?“ E
= Q* In it poueiblc thar we ,will be qanding ﬂny further ahipn huLk Hoar
the coast of South Vietnam to plck up, additional refugees? -

. A: T don't want to rule that out enLirnly, but there is o uuch Plﬂﬂ
at this time.

i' Voo

Y : ] ’ ! : O T A LA .
Q. I n nOL tlﬁdf. Mr~ Sccretary. Aze all the Bhipn withdlnwinq or are some
ati1l outside the, 12 mile zone?, : R T B LI
. A T would have tavgive you a praciae updata at Lhn presﬁnt timu.c¢homt
of the Bnipa are nithdruwing, there may be.some that are staylug. vell outglde
the 12 wile limit. ThaL would be matter of hours or parhupm duyn. o
h FE : ot TR N
. _Q: In effect. you' re obeying the North VieLnamese ordera to cease forccablc
resovall . RTINS
' Ay 1 think that thoae demands characterietically follow an nction, rathex
than proceed them. . . | | ;
Q. tow thnt we're aut of %ouch Vietnam, what wou;u'yﬁu lich ag the areaa

10 which we have an important national security interest? ‘ HORt

i L W N " .

T T . o e et a P T dpr—, yRAT R L4
M ,-.-V 1 it LT R T ,m,ymmww" T ‘ ,.;,,..‘,..‘,',m T T
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“

¢ely, I chink that the forward defenge areas must continue to be e
R w;JpAL and Xorea, and Indirectly Japan. In addition, of course, we have
M Losd s trp -

P (e
vEL T we

T nes which T owould not expect to be challenged, to the Philipplnes. Ve

s g*ff: major {uterests in the atablility of the Niddle East. Wa Eave‘qur .
e aniiantion with Australia and New Zealand, which continuags‘af course, o
v I'c Aust trylng to tick off the major items. 1 do mot enpg;t to any

ary challenge in that part of the world, bowever.

. Ey
LA A

. Not even from the Philippines, Mr. Secretary? :

2: I°;a§ referring‘to’the Aﬁstralia.'ﬂqw'Zealand. I woul@ nOF:axpcct a
~i1itary challenge to the Philippines, there would be no sign of that.

Q: what about Koreal . ' ‘ ‘ 1 .

A: Koven 89 T indicated is a forward defense areca. Ve are voun
thaa by the mutual defense treaty and U.S. forces are deployed thore.
I wnul& not anticipate that anyone would challenge that U.5. presence or
coumltment. ' : o :

}: Was there dny understanding, tacit ox otherwiaei with thg Cofmynﬁitt”
forces bafora the evacuation? It appears that they didn't try avwfully hard e
v to stop it with dire. - : - -
w t-A: tl?m not sute wvhether one should characterize that ag a taclt undgﬁﬂ ﬁ
standing. Undoubtedly, they did mot bring to bear the full weiﬂhtnﬂi :hﬂli
military power. Undoubtedly that reflected a mixture of eelf restra n-iivnd
dtplomsey aad the prudence in handling i 1itary unilts thet hag characterine
vorth Vietnnuese opervatlions for many years.

5 : i e 4 g a vou
Q: What Juetification remains for keeping U.S5. forces in ?hz{lundu?i:E -
sai1d dn youxr Posture StAtement that they were there for inlx a quw@ ag é é;rwad”
a North Vietnamase major offensive agalnst South Vietnawl Since that has &bTelds
p foar il , aan ' : y hailand?
passad, why woald you keep any forces in Tha - N .
A: I think that 48 & question that we will have to discusf atiuoma 1¢ngthv,
cbraining Tunl perceptions on that problem. A prior resson {or thelrx

n

rotancion in that magnitude were as you stated, buf the U.S5. han long

: 1
conterplated, evan after the closure one way oY another of the Snﬁﬁhenaziggiﬂzo bo ;
war, the posaibility of a ¥esidual foree remnining‘in Thailand. e con .

Tarbors of the SEATO orgauization with the Thals. _

Q: Do you consider that an obligation to defend Thailsnd dn cage aha_ia
2titacked externally? i i . .

A: I would have to comsult with my Lawyers. T think that. there is
an oblipgatinn of a woral nature under those circumstances.

Q: Could you address the gtatus of Formosat _ o

A: T think ouce again that Foxmosa is port of the island ghniﬁ sz tﬁgd .
coast of Anis that 1g defenaible, We have treaty obligotions WLthilﬁiwznléﬁ-
long as those treatles continue to guide the country and .are the higpes f
¢f the land, Formoga too will be protecteq.

Q: Tor yeafs;the'atdtioniﬁg of U.S. troops in Korea hus besn bngeitiﬁé?ive
the coupletion of a five-year modernization program vhich started more than L3¥
PLAYS AZ0. . o _ _

A: It 48 as yet not .completed. ,

' : : | MORE
e ' 1 ' ) . gl
w’.(_’ww‘%w\m’% | T A e e 3 gt 2 Rt e ""T"" o b W_;’-:.."... 'I’;”:Efﬂ“r:ﬁ,m'-’:’,g’h /;‘"{ ‘.‘?l,\.—-r..},,/._,n- ' pumme :{. " ; };"'{""‘IA”;."‘ G rus dpnmTy
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Q: What I'm esking is, the basis of our policy that we will withdraw our
roops when that is completed at the end of the flve-yeax perlod ot do we
ow have a nuch more open—ended commitment zo keep the troopa in Korea®

A: I'm not sure that once agaln that I would employ your purascology
£ about a much mote open-erded commitment. In the first place the tying of the
.5, prasngce to the completion of the plan was a decision ghat, wan taken by
Le prior Administratlon and it was announced at that tine. We have a new
fealdent. We have w Presidential policy end whether or not there 1s any such ]
{e batwoon a hypothetical completion of that five-year plan and the reduction pi
morican forces, 1s something that would have to be exawined. It 415 clear,

think, that a consequence of the events in Southeast Asla has baen to shﬂEg

he confidence of many countrdes in Americen power and particulariy in American
tesdfastness. Uader these conditions, it is particularly inmoppontune to
ontemplate major changes ip the U.S. posture abroad;that would apply to Kcr?a-
nd, of couvse, when the Prireident was in Korea, he indicated his fuvtention uo‘
ctafn those fovces there for the foreseeable future. :

Q: We've boen hearing and seeing that there's a lot of unhappiness with
he people areund the bases: where the Vietnawese are coming in. Are-you
seelving aany feedhaclk from Fort Smith, Arkansas; Tort Walton Boach, and 80 60
ron people who are unbhappy: about these refugee canpel :

A:r 1 think thal you willl have mixed reasctions under such civeunatanted,

articularly 4in the locality. I think that wost of those in the locality W111 "

acognize that the necessity for the United States taking action and that T
ould expect that any regrete or strong feelings that are expressed will be
ampotary. We trust that those people who have been evacuated from Vietndm
411 rapidly be fitted into n place in the American soclety. Fo¥ those thnt
oma here to tha continental United States, we are hopeful, counlinug to be
wpeful, that other nations that have exprossed interest in their on -
weaniterion obllgations, -will be prepared to provide a safe haven roX the
:gople who have been forced out of Vietnam.

-

Q: ¥r. Secretasry, do you think that the fall of South Vietnan was primarily

ue to lack of nilitary aid and support from the United States ov do you think that

hera wore other important internnl factors that were here thet led to the
tecay and gollapse of the South Vietnamese army? _

A: T think that 1t was both and in history 1t will be hard to soparato
sut the varlous considerations that were at work. Undoubtedly, the &id quastion
ade g vary substantial contribution inm the lmmadiacy of tha collapsa, and
(adirectly, it made a contributlon im that for a perilod of a yoar the South
“iatnnnese have been foreed to substitute, higher casualties as 8 result in the
12e¢line in firepower. Those higher casualties killed in action, vunaling - In _
wonan of 30,000 a year resulted in a dieproportionately large number of junior.
s£ficors, soniox non-cows being killed, New undoubtedly the loss of those junlox
s£f{icers, senior nen-comg affected the leadership problems On the other hand,
15, yaur question does suggest, there has been a maselve collapse hera, that it
alght have occurred, might have oeccurred at some time irrespective of
1 greater generosity in the aid appropriations. :

Q: In light of Vietnam and Canbodia, do you foresee any change of the
smerlcan wilitary posture in Asla rather than stated in your defense paper? .Ig
there any change contemplated? _ S o -

A: We dro not planning to change at this time; at Jeast that does not

' ' o MORE
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10 uén% tHore Lo any plennzd change in the future, but ve a;e “U;ﬁﬁﬁZZQWMw -
}Ié t;wc any changes in Cthe purposes for which we deploy nuclear wWedpous
n b . . . - .

L . . - v 21 e t
q: Some time 1gO, about & year age, on this Korea position yount?iitd abou
m*rvléhem“as e mobile force for use in the Pacifdic area. Has that concep
o baen rejocted? P _ . o atin
o. bizn Hgibit-haa not been relected and we heve moved in the dirsction of ¢rx z
- greatar dagree of mobility in that force.

Q: Hr. Sacyetary, you're not ad positive as Ambaasfd?t Ma£§i$dn22tif
s quoted as saying thet if we had kept oug:commitment, Salgon 1 |
avo £al ; you're . quite sure of that - e
e i?ilinéhizs E; igtvgz;ﬁguzd to disentangle these higtorical evcnfi;nnzcthlnh

. . " L 3 X i Jg‘z . - .

hat Acbassador Marcin may be referving to more than the mﬂ;?:igicitof S eater
- thinte thet Anbazssador Martin may be referring to woral ?ﬂﬁ: wég"{ndwnd'behind
iﬂ"zné than we did provide; the feeling that the United Sta;ug revkbu;iﬁ g
v;jw:and 1 gdditlon was referving to the iadicatlons that ha p,t o Q'Ereukdown-
:{Qd;.lthat U.s, military pdwer would be reintroduced In th$ 3ve?fccﬁvcd ﬁhat'
;f the Parig Accerds, Undoubtedly 1f the NWorth VietnémEBﬁ‘lth pbdid‘
‘hat was a lively possibllity, they would not have acted as -hey .

: i WA S B rac,

During the month of Jaunuary, they began to teat a?d thégitii&nilu?gT AC,
o wuch as 18 nonths after the legislation phﬁ; precluded gwn HLonn et they
military sctivity in Southensat A?ia Wéfhgutﬁgﬁénatgicié;thoﬁgaf_t&e D cad

agvad that resolve in the attack on Fhuoc B > T on of the Unit

225252 éﬁs to raquest the $300 million that had prev%oualytizgz gutggéiiéi,
tut for vhich there was no appropriation. It wag not &ﬁéﬂjé tg th# 6o§nt rhat
&3 roey oizht have feared and theg vere gradually_&mhclﬂfnGiptnuﬁ.“l;f iy _
thoy beﬁﬂn-tﬂ thrust a divisilon after diviesion inL?.SOQL} Qén e repared
North Victnameqe tind percelved that the Unit@d_atagg? wa{ OJd‘hﬁﬁévdt;od o
to take militavy sction, T think that the ?ariG‘Anuolde_uou._ Ve f

; R g
B ‘ e £ of TAduwindety on oY
Q: Was there ever any; preparation on the part of the Aduintetrnrdi
e Consress to taks such sctlon? ' : aofar ns the
) A: I thiuk that Preaident Ford has ppoken on Lhat‘iaﬁuetiﬂﬂ?itﬂnfio“ of
petiod for wiich he has been Preaident. I think that it wagA_ zrdnlwté e

"i;’;"eaident Niwon in the sumuer of '73_ and at the time of the Accoraf, & :

prepared to take nilitary action.

END
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